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.ing to the ageney: - iyl
- But the CIA skimps on-details

-measure Soviet-progress: It does-

_investment and expansion..’:

. (In-. any-~event, " 110"-'015%

_serious decline in Soviet oil sux-

. the defense field_ A recent CIA S
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By ELMO R. ZUMWALT
- And WORTH H. BAGLEY >
==HE CL\ is fast hecoming & pur-
? veyor of-constructed. news.on
the Soviet-Union.for Presdident
Carter. This CIA reporting ig-
nores events in the United States
and invariably supports-Carter
foreign policies. . ., (L GdEl L f
Thus, ‘according torthe-CIA,
there are glad tidings-thatimply
we are gaining-an advantage in
United States-Soviet competition.”
Soviet ¢ebt.to.world bankers is.

- s0 nigh that interest payments are |

slowing economic-growih;Aecord-«

We are not told.what Soviet capi- 3
tal invesiment is beingmadewith"

the immenseramounts=of. bor—1 -*

rowed funds:nor the extent to:
which industrial modernization j§*
being achieved. - . &l

" And the agency does not provide |
a sensible_frame of reference to. -

not tell us that Western experts’
foresee U.Sw»annual economic-
growth fatling:to less thap.two.-
percent nextyear. Thatfail:in

productivity  will occur because .
Americans do not have dolfars for |

-y

Having ‘told us- that-Soviet.
economy is stagnant because it is”
mired in debt.service payments,.-
the CIA goes on to say that this
“stagnating”. industrial-appara--
tus will seriously diminish domes—:
tic oil reserves in the coming dec~;
ade, - - oeETTE e S

The CIA seems tg sant itho
ways. The Soviet econnmy is stall-.
ed, but if itisn’t it will be..zy saozs

Al
Pyt ..

observers don’t anticipate any -

plus in the 19808:) - - . 3r

The CIA.desireto. servethe
President also is extending into |

report informed the American
pevple that the Soviels have not
tested their: new land-based
strategic nuctear missiles.iere- 7.
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This is good news for those-who .
believe a SALT IT.agreement wili~
censtrain Sovietarms. The United -
States wants to.include in suchan’
agreement a provision limiting
daployment of new nuclear-weap-
ons not already tested when the
accord is signed. Opponents-of
SALT II base their arguments on
evidence the Soviets are hell-bent.
on expanding their missile-arse-.

-nal, Secretary.of Defense Harold .

. Brown had previously reported

- Snviet development of huge, new.

i

" land-based missiles, a Soviet ad-

T vanee that is-again at odds vyi.t_h

. the spirit —if not the substance —
SBrthelg72 SAET Tagreement -~
“But according to the CIA, the
Soviets have delayed tests. This,
*creates the-impression ‘that the
“‘President’s moral Suasion must’]
“ now be working on’the hard-line ;
“Kremlin. » 55 T i
" Bat againithe C1A:rgstrained .
:itself from:telling Americans..
# what the Soviets: are-doing-In-the
:3past few monthsMoscow has test-.
Fed¥a:new submarine-launched-
*Zfrategic nuclear hallistic missile.’

> siles fitted with multiple re-entry.
:svehicles, In fact; each Tnissile has.’
2 theeapability’to: deploy-seven:
MIRVs-But;:just: as: important,:

ther observed-Soviet:strategic:;
~nuclearmissiletestsshow agreat
“improvement in-acturacy —with~
+.in-200.vards at 6000. miles. In'com--
“bination ‘with:megatonnage and .
" throw weight.advantages, these
“two developments give the Soviet”
 Union the capability for a nuclear™
“first.strike-against the:United:
‘States in the mid 1980s."" ==~

-4 While the.CIA was avoiding tell=]]
“ing the American-publit:thishdd?:
“news, Mr. Carter’s arms:controt ]

agenty produceda study claiming”
_an indefinite U:S.Jead in:strate--
“gic nuclear destructive capability...
: Alarmed by the slanted: analysis .
- in that report; informed observers-
of SALT outside:the- government .

“haverefuted ifs conclusions fact) fo-

s

i Forthe first tima-that typemis=q -

e lyd e el G L.f};_iﬂ% gy

“Mr. Carter says-the CIA can”

“thereby verify-what the Soviel-

- Union is doing with its'nuclear | .
strategie forces and thus protect

 the United States in SALT agree--

“ments

% R ;
.. Butour photographs cannot in- -
 Vade Soviet.research laborataries”.
or.the-minds.of Soviet decision- :
makers so its news will be Jate.
Former Secretary of Defense Mei-
~yimLairdh as-writtemn of Soviel. ;
cheating in SALT'T, a fact that be=z:
*, came gvideat to the United States
only. ziter it had been achieved, as.
.was the discovery.of their over--
sized missiles. The President.}

" seems to-have forgotten that this.

‘is:a-world that.has already seen
: Soviet nuclear blackmail resisted .
“by us with ourthen auelear su- |
“periority in the Cuban crisis of !
1962 and acceded to by us in the !
“Qctober 1973 Mideast crisis after !
Your superiority had waned:* . T

" ...The CIA also has some publie.;
* comments ‘on-Soviet non-nuclear -
or conventional forcészA recent.
' CL report informs us that Soviet 4
“rmianpower-will be inadequate- in~
::i;the 1980s.to operate their Iarger.
' modern combat-

4

et -

S

Farms: 4 T et e
-*~.But;-perhaps unknown to the :
..CIA, the United States and the..
'West have the same problem..We.} .
“lare grappling with the issue now .
gand.it‘may be worse than in the !
TSoviet Union.is: itzivpmeisii.t
#:~TheSeviet: problem, -according=«
=to the CIX,is a scareity of quali-
rfied technical manpower:How- 3
. ever; while the Kremiin can sim="}
4.ply conscript the.needed-technical i

@] _trainees, the United States, under -

i>the voluntary system may very:}
well be unable to Tecruit the men ™
and womerrin sufficient numbers:=
~*“The CIA’s new role as the Presi- ;
# dent’s public:relations-arm.is =
Zrisky: It won’t be fong before the*!
{'CIA is-unable to distinguish be-~i
~tween fact.and prejudices From »
~what we can see now is the fime'to
7 understand the difference: - &557]
o 0" 2 ~Capynght 1978, Loa Angeies *rumF Pk
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Tsoughtrto-offset:the’loss of the']

* administration”s ¢redibility in'this’]

e e miahlinly rovanling tha



